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BATS 

by'H. H. Pittman 
W ’uciiope, Saskatchewan 


Not all Nature's creatures confine themselves to the 
element for which they appear to have been designed. Vales 
are land mammals which have taken to the Water. Bats—also^ 
mammals—are even more adventurous. T are the prehistoric 
pioneers of the air. Yet they are viewed with so much ignor¬ 
ance and superstition that their useful and likeable characteris¬ 
tics tend to be forgotten. 

Perhaps because some tropical varieties are very ugly, 
and because all varieties are more at home in darkness than, in 
daylight, bats have long been used a.s symbols of evil. As Inger- 
soll wrote, "While the graceful pinions of birds have been given 
to angels of light, the leathery., and angular wings of the bat 
have been used by painters and soulptors to signalize the fonns 
of fiends. 


However, most Canadian bats are pretty little creat¬ 
ures when closely examined. Their structure snows many curious 
modifications when compared with other small animals. Their 
thighbones have been rotated at the hip-joints so that their 
feet point backwards; some of the skull bones are reduced almost 
to cartilage;and in some species the breastbone and ribs appar¬ 
ently coalesce for the. support of the pectoral muscles. The 
vital modification that has taken place is in the front limbs. 

It has been calculated that if the arms and hand bones of a 
human skeleton were to' be modified to correspond with those of 
a bat, an average man would have a wing area of more than eighty 
square feet—and still be unable to fly. 
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Bats are useful as well as interesting because they 
are insectivorous. They keep the mosquito population down, and 
eat up innumerable moths whose larvae are the cutworms which 
would otherwise damage gardens and fields. 

Tb- e largest of these flying mammals found on the prairie 
is the Hoary Bat (Nycteris cinerea) whose long narrow wings may 
have a span of fourteen or fifteen inches. Although apparently 
not numerous here it is widely distributed, from the southern 
shore of Great Slave Lake, through the Prairie Provinces to 
Nova Scotia. Normally it flies high in the sky but oddly en¬ 
ough often sleeps hanging from a branch within a few feet of 
tne ground. It produces from two to four young ones at a time, 
a fact that seems remarkable when we remember that the mother 
carries them with her during flight, until their combined weight 
may equal her- own. ... * 

The rather smaller -Red Bat (Nycteris borealis) be¬ 
longs to the same genus but is more common and. is found from 
coast to coast. Like its relatives, it flies high as a rule 
and spends the hours of daylight asleep, suspended from the 
branches of trees and bushes. Its wheeling, sweeping and seem¬ 
ingly effortless flight, resembling that of the swifts, is 
often recognizable at dawn or dusk. It is never fluttery. 

This bat has s. wingspread of about twelve inches and the glos¬ 
sy orapge-red fur is distinctive. 

The large Brown Bat is about the same size as the 
Red Bat but seems uncommon here. I have never run across it 
in the west but have seen mounted specimens which had been 
caught in Saskatchewan. A rather smaller species is the Silver- 
naired Bu.t (Lasionycteris noctivagans) which has the seal- 
brown hairs of the back tipped with white aid a wingspan of 
about elevan inches. Most, if not all, of our bats arrive in 
May and I have seen this species as early as the eighth of that 
month in Southeastern Saskatchewan. I have occasionally met 
with it flying at a height of about twenty-five feet between 
groves of'trees there. ■ 

Some years ago a Silver-haired Bat was brought to 
iiie for identification, but as the weather was cloudy it was 
left in a ccige until the following day. Early In the"morning 
we placed it on the trunk of s small poplar and took several 
photographs. Suddenly it decided to fly, and rose to a height 
of about twenty feet before circling around the clearing bet¬ 
ween the trees and the house. 7L t i- few moments a kingbird 
with a nest nearby attacked the little animal, settling on its 
back and pecking viciously at Its head. As the bat began to 
fall the bird returned to its perch, but repeated the attack 
when the animal was liberated again. Vf .-d t .- bat and 

released it later in another place, reflect! g that such an 
incident had probably never been seen before. 

Pouch for Insects 

The Little Brown bat (Myotis lucifugus) is probably 




the best known of tne prairi 
usually flies at a lower lev 
ferred to as the "common* 


bats, for it is more numerous and 
1 than the others. It has been re- 
bat of North America. 


' The genus Myotis to which the Little Brown Bat be¬ 

longs is fairly widely spread in both the Old and New NorIds. 
Fiost splcies are small, with a body length of about three in¬ 
ches, but several larger ones occur In Southern Asia. ' 1G „ 
some the interfemoral membrane, that is, the membrane linking 
hind legs and including the tail, forms a noticeable pouch 
_t has been stated, the animals use to catch food during 
Most of our prairie bats have the tail curved up to¬ 
wards the belly, but personally I :m inclined to believe that' 
the pouch thus formed is not to catch prey, but to momentarily 
hold it while the animal gets a better grip with its jaws. 


the 

which, 11 
flight. 


I have fed captive bats many times and always found 
that they like to get large insects head first and that if _ these 
were not" presented in this way they were often dropped or ig¬ 
nored. Large moths offered head first were instantly seized, 
the wings being neatly sheared off as they were swallowed. 

It is a common sight to see some of the smaller bats suddenly 
drop for a short distance when flying and then quickly recover 
and resume their course; and I think the reason is that a 
badly caught insect has been momentarily placed in the pouch 
to enable the animal to get a better hold—in other words, 
that the tail and attached membranes are briefly used as an 
extra "hand' 1 . 


Prairie bats seem to be most numerous in the vicinity 
of water for they are thirsty little creatures, some species 
even drinking during flight. Food is usally found where water 
is plentiful, and sometimes sheltered sleeping-places as well. 

Some believe the insectivorous bats to be silent nbi - 
mals but they are really very talkative, though many of tne.ir 
calls are so high-pitched as to be inaudible to .human ears. 

Early one morning, when walking e 

heard_ - 

T-soundedlike 

the cries of a nest of young birds eager to be fed. I climbed 
up and found a small colony of noctule bats that had apparently 
just returned from their da wn flight and were quarrelling aoout 

roosting places. 

There is still much to be learned aoout bats, and much 
prejudice and superstition to be dispelled. There is no uouot 
that they would provide a rewarding field of research lor nat¬ 
uralists who wish to break new ground. There are plenty of 
bats in Canada for them to study. 


the edge of a beech wood 

in the south of England, I heard some most unusual squeaks 
coming from a hole high up in a dead tree 


The above article first appeared 
National Farm Magazine. 


in «THE FAMILY HERALD" 


Canada’s 
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FUTURE IV !' T T„ 

S aturd ay, September o, 1958. meet at 1:00 p.m. at the High 
Level Bridge for a nature hike and corn roast at Mr. Rasp- 
berrys’ far o, near Luka ' ‘o. ad. Leader E„ 11. Benner. 

Mon day, September 8 , 1958 , a.t 8:00 p.m. ’’Mammals of Ontario 17 
by Eli Davis, a member of the Mcllwraith Club' of London, Ont¬ 
ario and a most interesting speaker. 

The meeting will be held in the lecture room of the Main Branch 
of the Hamilton Public Library. Tie entrance is on McNab Street. 

Don't forget to be ready with your items of interest. It is 
three months since -we. met and we are anticipating a really 
good evening. 

Membership in our Club is from September 1 to August 31 and 
1958/59 fees are now receivable and may be paid at our Sept¬ 
ember meeti.n 0 . To help build our Club and promote its objec¬ 
tive, .why not bring a friend. 

Saturday, September 13, 1958 Fall warbler hike in Hestdale 
Ravine. Assemble at Forsythe and Sterling Streets at 9:00 
a.in. Leader C. Douglas McCallum. Ja 7-5444 

, j a. t urd a y, Septa -i ber 20 and Sun day, Septemb er 2 1, 1958. Anna al 
Hawk Migration Hatch, sponsored by the F.O.N. Our stations 
will be alon 0 /alker’s Li"-; from ’'ur ling ton northwestward. 

If you cant alee part, telephone George McBride, NE 4-1742. 

■Hogees day, 0 '--' b ar 13, 1958 . ••Moods, V/ildflowers and Still 
l.ators" a. rshall Bartman. Ee is the secretary of the 
oration of Ontario F turalists. He is a fine speaker and 
has a collection of excellent colour transparencies. 


"T ■ flood Duck 11 is published monthly from September to May 
by the memoers of the “Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 1, A Its pur¬ 
pose is to aid in the study, appreciation, and preservation 
of our native, wild and beautiful heritage. Members are urged 
to share their nature experienc s and are requested to send 
their contributions to the Editor by the tenth of the month, 
to appear in the following issue. If possible, manuscripts 
should bo typewritten, using one side of the paper only and 
lines double spaced. Material may be reprinted without spec¬ 
ial permission. Credit linos would be appreciated. 


Membership in the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
her 1 st to August 31 st and is payable to the 
ship Committee, Main Post Office, Box 384, II 


is from Septam- 
Chairman Member- 
I'Mon, Ontario. 


Benefactor v 3,000j Life Fellow 
tributing Member 4 IO; Jo is ' Me 


4500; Life Member plOO; Con- 
ib'-.rs of Husband C, mfe jp 6 ; 
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Memberships (cont’ d) 

Active Member $5; Corresponding Member lor those who reside 20 
miles or more from Hamilton $1.50; Junior Members $1.00, under 
eighteen years. Contributions to the Mild Llf Sanctuary fund 
should be sent to the Treasurer. 


F EDERATI ON OF ONT A RIO NATu R^sLI STS 
REPORT OH X MIR-MED C LUBS 
for jfi ar _1957 

Reports on activities for the year 1957 were received 
from 30 federated clubs and show both vigor and enterprise in 
the diversity of projects which they have- carried on during 
the year. 

The following summarized information in compiled 
from the reports received: 

Number of paid-up memberships on Dec. 31/57 3,023 

Number of Indoor meetings held in 1957 204 

Approximate total attendance at indoor meetings 

10,214 

Number of field outings other than F.O.N. 

Rag. Gatherings 295 

Approximate total attendance at field outings 3,174 

Four clubs have junior clubs associated with the 
seniour clubs, viz., Hamilton Nature Club, Mollwraith Orni¬ 
thological Club, London, Oshawa Outdoor Club, The Ottawa Field- 
Naturalists’ Cl b, The Toronto Junior Field Naturalists’ Club 
is a separate member club of the F.O.N. Several oth r clubs 
have junior members connected with them. 

The variety and scope of the projects undertaken by 
member clubs is shown in the following commentary: 

Brantford Na tu re Clu b - establishing a wild flower 
garden at Glenhyrst - buildin houses for birds at Mohawk Park. 

Br eret on Fi eld Natura lis ts’ C lub - At October meet¬ 
ing had Hr. T ! o-' iso^, Parks Commissioner for Metropolitan 
Toronto, as guest speaker. A special invitation was extended 
to such groups as Town Council, Town Planning, Town Parks 
and Service Clubs. 

Brockville Na t ure Cl ub - Although in its first .year 
Is interested in establishing a bird sanctuary in its area. 

Blue Mount ain Field N.a turs.l is b Club - Collingwood, 
also a new club in 1957, considers that the formation of a 





FEDERATION OF OFT_-sj.il0 N_ 


"CRT ( 


cont ’ d 


at area, 


was of 


nature group, the first of its kind in th 
considerable importance. The club had a nature exhibit at the 
Collingwood Fall Fair which publicized the acfcivi.ti' s of the 
club and also the work of the Federation. ' 


Hamilto n N.. te.ro Cirb - again organized a success¬ 
ful '-Wonders of N t. re S ow". This was held in the Central 
Community Memorial Centre in September, 1957, and was well 
patronized. The Hamilton Club sponsored an Aud.ubon Screen 
Tour, a^High Lights of Nature Series of lectures, a project 
of placing Wood Duck nesting boxes, as well as giving a 
short course to instructors to counsellors for- Sr at, Guide 
and Playground C ••s. 


Kingston Nature Club - Reports that If is partici¬ 
pating in a. co-operative migration study for Patuxent Res¬ 
earch Refuge. 

Kitche ner-Waterlo o Field Natural ists - consider 
their largest project is the Audubon Screen Tours. It has 
been very successful due to many interested Mennonite families 
whose religeon will not permit them to attend movies, but 
fchsy are encouraged to attend this type of lecture. Lectures 
were given to church groups, boy scouts, and women’s clubs. 
Examinations on lecture lore were given to iirl Guides. Dis¬ 
plays were made at ICitchener-V/aterloo Recreational Society’s 
Annual Hobby Ni.sht. Bird feeding stations and bird houses 
were made and. donated to shut-ins. Bird records by Dr. Allen 
and Dr. Gunn were donated to Public and Se ;arate Schools. 

Ki fXl&fld L ake Nature Club - sponsored an Au.d.ubon 
Screen Tour. Also carried oh a Christmas Bird Count. 

M r . r et Nice. Ornithologi cal Club. - reports its 
projects are all individual activities by members. These 
show considerable variety. 


Mollwraith Ornithological Cl ub - considers its most 
important project was setting up a Junior Nature Club to hold 
meet ins on tne first Saturday of each month, .Among other pro¬ 
jects ware Audubon Screen Tours, contributions of books and. 
films^to Saunders Memorial Library of London Public Library, 
judged_exhibits and awarded prizes in nature study section 
of London o Joy Fair, Awarded scholarship to student of 
London Teachers’ CoLlege for F.O.N, Camp, urged Federal Govern¬ 
ment to males sanctuary of Chantry Island. (Chantr^ Island Bird 
Sanctuary was set up by Order-in-Council PC 1957 - 1692 by 
F ' e.r .l Government on Dec.Tiber 20, 1957) 

Dr. -I. •;. Jed j to leaders in nature stud 
G amp, F an ah aw e L ake . 


Instruction 
at Y.M.C.A 


by 

DAY 


0 1 :-■r 1 o Bande r s ’ AssqcJhahjLan - 
vision and operation of bandin. stations 
Point P-.l-^-e . :nd pelee Isand. 


ce.rri.ed or tbs suser- 

lo.cated mainly at 
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P sha w a -Naturalists’ C lub - arr anged a nature exhioit 
in 0shawa Library in April, a.bus trip to Long Point March 31 
and conducted a bird census in December. In Nov ember _ the 0showa 
Naturalists’ Club drew attention to illegal shootin 0 in the 
Third Marsh at Oshawa of protected shore birds, protested to 
the Department of Lands and Forests. ' Kelp was requested from 
Federation and other nature organizations in order that this 
area 


might be closed to all shooting in 1958 . 


0 , aw a Outdoor C lub - organized field trips to Point 
Pelee, Bradley’s Marsh, Long Point Beach and Rondeau Park; 
sponsored showing of Disney film “The African Lion'". Most 
important project was considered their-presenting.prizes to the 
junior members who identified 35 birds in a certain period 
of time. 


senior.high 
a total of 


The Ottawa Fleld-Na burallst s’ Club - in conjunction 
with the National Museum Jointly sponsor the Macoun Field Club, 
a junior group for teen agers. This club is divided into junior, 
10-11 years, intermediate, 12-13 years and over, 
school, 1 /j. years and over, three groups of 20 each, 

60, with a waiting list. The junior club produces its own 
mimeographed magazine "'The Little Bear". A number of members 
from this club have acted as natural history leaders at boys* 
camps. Exhibits are displayed at annual dinner, at Audubon 
Screen Tours and at Birthday part' of Macoun Field Club. The 
highlight of the yearn was the bringing' up to data of the^ Canadian 
field Naturalist, now on quarterly schedule. A field guide to 
the Geology of the Ottawa District, by Dr. Alice Wilson, was 
brought out this year. 


P eterb o rough Nature Clu b - sponsored a fait Disney 
film show in April, and a Charles L. Brolay "Eagle Man" pro¬ 
gramme in October-. Most important project for year was a start 
on 'cataloguing the flora and fauna of the Peterborough region. 


Richmond Hill Naturalists - arranged a nature exhibit 
at Spring Fair of Richmond Kill Horticultural Society in March. 

San It Naturalists 7 Club - with- its associated club in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., were joint sponsors of an Audubon 
Screen Tour for the second season. 


S t, Thomas Field Natur a lis t Club - reports a project 
in manufacturing and placing blue-bird boxes in its area. 

South P eel Natu r e Cl ub - has been endeavouring to 
increase the knowledge of its members with respect to con¬ 
servation particularly In the Credit Talley. 

Thunder Bay Field Naturalists’ Club - through its Fall 
Fair Committee Is providing projects and prizes for rural sch¬ 
ool fairs, and through its Park Committee is watching any 
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activity in Sibley Park re cutting .timer, etc. The club had. 
a booth at the local Sport men ’ s Show which gave good pub¬ 
licity for both club and F.O.N. The booth was staffed by 
club members for 5 days and evenings. The club plans on 
doing it again this year. 

Toronto Field Bi olo gists* Club - are continuing 
their excellent work in placing Blue Bird nesting boxes, 
breeding; bird censuses in Purpieville Woods area. This 
club has been supplying leaders,.9 in number, for the Junior 
Field Naturalists’ Glub. They consider the publication of 
the Ontario Field Biologist their most important project 
for this year. 


Toronto Field Natura lis t Club - has been sponsoring 
the Audubon Screen Tours for Toronto. As the programme is 
for two nights it is an undertaking of considerable magni¬ 
tude. The T.F.IT. also provides scholarships for the F.ON. 
Camp. 

Toront o Junio r Fi eld Naturalist Club - is doing 
excellent work among "juniors. The club has an annual hike 
on which members are introduced to an interesting area a 
short distance from the Toronto region. The juniors have 
their own publication entitled ''Flight”, 


Toronto O rnithol ogica l Club - participates in the 
Annual Wild Fowl Inventory in January and also in the Christ¬ 
mas Bird Census in December. 


West Elgin Nature Club 
interest among its me ubars ?in the 


reporst considerable 
Christmas Bird Census. 


lie 


-Wil low JBeach 
lectures -and had a 


Field N aturalists - held three pub- 
n at ure exhi bit at the YM-Y .w.C. A. 


Woo dstock Naturalista’ Socl aty - 
field trips provide much interest ana help 
of juniors. 


reports that its 
to quite a number 
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HISTORY OR HAMILTON BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY 


by II. Williams 


The Ea.ailton Bird Protection 


C‘ 


public meeting on May 6, 1919 in tii 
Library. At an early meeting of th 
filiation with other societies was 
become a branch of the Canadian Soc 
Birds was found impractical and it 
Society would do its best work as a 
was also decided to identify the so 
movement for bird protection by an 
dollars to the work of the. National 
Societies. 


ociet'y was organized at a 
e lecture room of the Public 
e society the matter of af- 
takenup. The invitation to 
iety for the Protection of 
was decided that the Hamilton 
n independent society. It . 
ciety-with the international 
annual subscription of five 
Association of Audubon 


At the organization meeting of the society held on June 2, 
1919 the following director's were elec bed Anderson, . 

W.H. Child, Capt. Hardy, A.P. Kappele, Dr. T.H. McGillivray, 

R. Owen Merriman, H.C. Nunn, H.D. Pet’rie, Miss Isabel Walker. 

Of these nine original directors, only one Mr. H.C, Nunn is 
active in the society in 1937. R.O. Merriman was elected 
president. 


It is interesting to note that in its early days the 
Hamilton Bird Society concerned itself much with cats, English 
Sparrows and boys. In 1937 the Starling has taken the English 
Sparrow’s place as a nuisance. 


One of the first steps of the Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society was the appointment of a. committee on junior work, to 
awaken the school children of the vicinity. It was decided to 
extend the generous offer of the National Association of Audu¬ 
bon Societies after securing the approval of the Hamilton Board 
of Education and the Separate School Board. Every child join¬ 
ing a ”Junior Bird Club” and paying a nominal fee. is enrolled 
as a junior member of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society and 
received a button and a set of leaflets on birds, while each 
club receives a. year’s subscription to Bird Lore. The fees 
which the children pay are forwarded to the National Association 
of Audubon Societies. At the first annual meeting of the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society held in April 1920, it was 
revealed that 9,468 school children in the district were en¬ 
rolled in junior bird clubs. 


The Bird Society in 1920 was not without competition in 
forming junior bird clubs among the children in the district. 

In 1920 the Farmer Government gave a 0 ranb of $2500 to the 
Canadian Society for the Protection of Birds. The Canadian 
Society for the Protection of Birds appointed Miss Durand as 
secretary at a salary of $1500 a year. Miss Durand came into 
the district in October 1920 to organize junior bird clubs 
affiliated with her society. She bitterly attacked the local 
society for organizing Junior Audubon Societies here. The 
Hamilton Society replied to her attacks. Miss Durand used the 
usual propaganda about dealing with American organizations. Not 
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very much seems to have come from Hiss Durand’s work. The 
Hamilton Society went right ahead extending their junior 
audubon clubs over Canada. 

In April, 1920, the Society held its first annual meet¬ 
ing. The following directors were elected; -IT. M. Anderson, 

Miss M.E, Graham, G.O. MacMillan, Dr. T.S. McGillivray, 

R.O. Merriman, Miss Ruby Mills, Stanley Mills, H.C. Nunn, 
and Mrs. H.D. Petrie. R.O. Merriman was re-elected presi¬ 
dent. Ha had been elected president in June 2, 1919. Miss 
Ruby Mills replaced R.F. Anderson as secretary-treasurer. 

In 1919 I noted that Miss M.E. Graham of our Society 
and Professor J.V. Crow of the O.A.C. addressed the society. 
During 1920 the following addressed the society:- 

W.B. Hoot, Rochester Naturalist; F.H.H. Williamson, now . , 

Controller of the National Parks Bureau at Ottawa; and 
C.W, Nash of the Ontario Museum. 

On June 23, 1920 about one year after it had been form¬ 
ed, the Hamilton Bird Protection Society was incorporated. 

It was incorporated in Ontario without share capital. 

During 1921, the Bird Society had more speakers from 
outside places address them:- Miss E.L. Marsh of Thornbury; 
Harrison E. Lewis, chief federal gome officer for Ontario 
and 'URbee; Herbert K Job, ornithologist to the National 
Association of Audubon Societies; W.E. Saunders of London; 

A.J. Painter of Hamilton; Jack Miner, Harrison Lewis again, 
and Stuary Thompson. 

In 1921 the Bird Society began, its bird box competitions. 
On March 10-12, 1921 there was an exhibition of bird boxes 
at the store of G.-W. Robinson. Prizes were given for the 
best bird boxes. This plan of encouraging interest in birds 
by having competitions in building bird boxes among the 
seniour public school pupils was repeated in 1922, 1923, 

1926 and 1929. 

On April 11, 1921, the Bird Society held its second 
annual meeting electing as directors;- N.M. Anderson, Dr, 

H.G. Arnott, Cecil D. Cook; Miss M.E. Graham, Miss E. Kappele, 
Miss Ruby Mills, Dr. T.S. McGillivray, A.J. Painter, and 
R.O. Merriman. It is noted that Dr. Arnott*s name appears 
as a director for the first, of many times. R.O. Merriman 
was re-elected president and Miss Ruby Mills secretary- 
treasurer. During the previous year 144 new members had 
been enrolled, the adult membership now standing at 252, 

In the junior clubs, 10,000 children were enrolled. 

Of all the work done by the Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society, that of having the Dundas Marsh made a Game Preserve 
is the most out standing. I shall trace the work of the 
Society from its first efforts in 1920 to the successful 
result of their work in 1927. 
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In 1920 a delegation of the Bird Society consisting of 
R.O. Kerriman, R.H. Merriman, Dr. McGillivary and I.A. ’Jabber 
appeared before the Hamilton Board of Control to ask their 
'indorsation of the move to make the Dundas Marsh a preserve. 

The Board of Control went on record as strongly favouring 
the setting aside of the Dundas Marsh as a sanctuary for game 
and song birds. There was naturally'considerable opposition 
by duck hunters against the Karsh being made a sanctuary. 

Mr. Long representing the C-un Qlub appeared, before the 
Board of Control. At the same time another deputation of 
the Bird Soeisty-appeared to counter-balance tie Gun Club's 
deputation. Adam Brown appeared on the Bird Society's depu¬ 
tation and aided them considerably. Jack Miner sent in his 
endorsation of the project which also helped. The Society con¬ 
tinued its agitation until 1925 when plans to put the Marsh 
in private hands were evident. 

In 1925 Captain Midford endeavoured to secure a lease from 
the Hamilton Harbour Board and the Marine Department at Ottawa 
for the Dundas Marsh. Captain Midford planned to males a wild 
duck farm there. He had the endorsation of T.d. Stewart, local 
M.P.' The Bird Society put up a valiant fight. They secured the 
aid of the Park's Board. The Park's Board in 1925 had Mr. Ste¬ 
wart to a meeting at which they censured him for backing up 
Captain Midford's efforts. T.B. Mcpuesten appeared before the 
Kantwortii County Council and ashed for their support in making 
the Marsh a sanctuary. At a later meeting the council suppor¬ 
ted the project and 0 ave the Park’s board the desired support. 

A deputation representing various civic bodies went to 
Ottawa to tli-e Minister of Karine and Fisheries protesting 
against the overn.asnt leasing the Dundas Marsh to Cap. Midford. 
The deputation was told by the minister that the .natter was 
referred to the !• arbour Board and that the Government has re¬ 
fused to grant a lease to Captain Midford. 


The situation i 
mar si a s an c t u ar y. 
on March 12, 192? to 


Finally on March 16, 
tuary by the Ontario 
years of work by the 
bodies had been brou 
accept as a matter o 
although it has bean 
ten years has been a 
game birds. 


improved steadily as regards making the 
Another civic deputation went to Ottawa 
see the minister of Marine and fisheries. 
192?-, the Dundas Marsh was created a sanc- 
Department of Game and Fisheries, Thus 
Bird Society assisted by various civic 
Ji to successful conclusion. In 1937 we 
f fact that the Dundas ilarsh is a sanctuar g 
so for only ten years. The Marsh in those 
refuge for song birds and especially for 


In making the Marsh a sanctuary the work of Dr. . Arnott 
was outstanding. He went on deputation to Ottawa and net civic 
bodies. He spent much time in persuading the farmers, whose 
land went into the Dundas Game Preserve, in signing off the 
hunting re j is if their property. 
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AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR TICKETS ARE READY 

The following series will be held, at Westdale Secondary 
School Auditorium: 

Thursday, October 9, 1956 Cleveland P. Grant Yukon Indian Summer 

Thursday, November 20, 1956 Alexander Sprunt Jr. Cypress Kingdom 

Wednesday, January 21, 19’59 Albert ’Tool Ranch and Range 

Saturday, February 14, 1959 Fran William Eall Puerto Rico 

Monday,. March 2, 1959 Olin S. Pe.ttingill, Jr. Tip O’ The Mitten 

BUY YOUR TICKETS AT TEE CLUB’S MONTHLY MEETING OR U.JE THE 
FOLLOTtNG REQUEST FORM 

oo»oooooocvcoi »oeocooot ooo>:-. ooooooooo.ioaoo. vcodct . t occoovoiooooo 

Order Form 

Audubon Screen Tour Tickets 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Box 364 

Hamilton, Ontario 

Please send the following tickets for the 1956-59 
Audubon Screen Tour Series: 

__._single season tickets 0 $3,00 each __ 

__ family season tickets (P $6,00 each_ 

Total amount enclosed - 1______ . 

Name___. ^ _ 

Address_ __ ____ 

Phone ■ ■ __ __ 

Self-addressed, stamped envelope must accompany order. Please 
make cheques or money orders payable to 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
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LIST OF TTEWLY ELECTED 


OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, CHAIRMEN 
OF COLU TTEES AND S TATIS TICIANS 


Honorary President. .Dr .G.O . McMillan 
Past President.,....Dr.J.J. Miller 

President...........R.O. Elstone......R.R.$1, Ancestor..MI 

1st Vice President..C.Douglas McCallum.59 West 5th St...JA 
2nd Vice President 
& Director of Jun¬ 
ior Club........Dr.D.M. Davies....11 Dromore Cres...JA 

Treasurer...Dr.R. MacLaren JA 

Secretary, ..........John Cumming. .... .106 Kensington S. .LI 


CHAIRMEN OP COMCTTTEES 


Audubon Screen 

Tours....Mr. James Dowall...59 Emerson Street...JA 

Publications.Mr. R.K. Sargeant..102 E 11th Street...FU 

Conservation.... .Mr. J. Burns .......41 East Bond 

Street North.....LI 

Education........ to be appointed 

Membership...... .Miss E. Morris... ..107 St. Joseph’s 

Apt 401/Drive....... 

Field Events.....Hr. G. McBride..... 660 King Road 

Burlington..........NE 

Programme ........Miss B. Dirkin.....44 Herkimer‘Street..JA 

Sanctuary....... .Mr. J. Camming.186 Kensington S....LI 

Publicity........ to be appointed' 

REC ORDS 

Birds. . . . .Mr. Cl. V. North. ..... .249 Charlton Ave W. . „ . . .JA 
Ferns .... .Mrs. R. H. Lloyd ......7 Homewood Avenue ... ...JA 

Mammals...Dr. P, Henderson.....32 Rosslyn-Ave. S...LI 

Plants,. .Mr. H. Williams.......20 Searle Street... . ...JA 

Trees .....Mr. H. E. Kettle.....„l60 Delaware Avenue .....LI 


CLUB R EPRE SEN TATIVES 

City of Hamilton Beautification Committee 

R. 0. Elstone....... ..R.R, yl Ancestor ...... 

D. Clarke..... ....... .256 Ottawa St. N. 


.MI 

.LI 


Wentworth Conservation Association 


Mr . L. Roy...... 

Mr. S. Intini... 
Alternatives: 

Mr. D. K. Powell 
Mr. Les Gray.... 


. .181 Ewen Road ...........JA 

. .R.R. $1 Hamilton........JA 

. .856 Eagle Dr,Burlington.NE 
. .14 Gottrill.... .......JA 


83175 

75444 


95130 

71619 

97886 


99109 

57778 

45554 


41742 

76172 

97886 


26082 

75341 

47380 

78107 

40876 


83175 

41151 


83166 

90906 


45045 

23616 
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List of Newly Els c tod Off icers, etc . (cont' d) 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
Tii a President 

International Committee for Bird Preservation 

Hr. G. N. North.....249 Charlton Ave. N..JA 26082 
Mr. D. K. Powell..1.856 Eagle Dr. 

Burlington, Ont.....,NE 45045 


NA TURE COFoERVATI ON • 

Conserving nature is perhaps one of your interests, 
as it is with many others in the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 
You are no doubt concern d with the over-all picture of the 
relation between available resources and the increasing popu¬ 
lation of this district and our country. But much more than 
this you probably are interested in the preservation, in this 
licality, X of wild places.' Much pleasure in life, comes from 
the beauty of such places, the grand ones that people travel 
to see, but even more, the tiny spots that have not been 
spoiled, even near home. 

These bits of natural woods, marshes,- bogs, ravines- 
perhaps with waterfalls, where- one can go walking, looking 
for birds, stud -ing wildflowers, trees, mammals, insects, 
reptiles, and amphibians, etc., are becoming fewer and far¬ 
ther between year by year. The real estat operators, the 
highway builders, the promoters and developers all improving 
and developing our country, seldom spend a comtemplat.ive 
moment outdoors. Often these men have money and authority 
and are bent on obtaining more. 

Most people who enjoy the wild places have neither 
money nor authority. Eow of us would, ever be able to buy. 
even the smallest of the places about Hamilton that we enjoy, 
in order to preserve it. But in this Club there is enough; 
if we work together, we can save these few remaining .natural 
areas. An organization is merely a group of people who try 
to no somethin,, together—that they cannot do individually. 

There are many sound organizations interested in, 
and waking on various aspects of conservation. They are all 
worthwhile and. most of them are accomplishing things in their 
fields. Are th: any in this area, other than the Hamilton 

Naturalists’ Club, who ur ■ interested in setting areas aside? 

Unlike some of those organizations, our Club re¬ 
presents no sportsmen’s nor agricultural interests, nor has 
it the backin’ of sporting goods manuiacturers or other fin— 

' ancad interests. It only represents people who appreciate 
nature, those wno 0 et something out or a da.y or an hour 
outdoors. It Las only our linancial resources. 11 we can 
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reach and persuade others in this district to become members, 
it will be a strong organization, with adequate funds. Then, 
when pieces of forest, bog, waterfalls, or other wild spots 
become available, it could be more readily acquired and pre¬ 
served . 

At the June meeting of your Directors, a Wildlife 
Sanctuary Trust Fund was officially set up to purchase natur¬ 
al areas in this district, and set them aside for the use of the 
general public under our restrictions, would you help by giv¬ 
ing to the Sanctuary Trust Fund? Your help will be greatly 
appreciated. 


Don’t forget to come out to the Annual Hawk Migration Hatch on 
Saturday or Sunday, September 21, 1958 Check your programme 
for particulars. 

For those of you who have not been out to this type of hike, 
they will have competent leaders available with helpful in¬ 
formation as to identification of species, etc. It certainly 
is a thrilling sight to see many hundreds of hawks all circling 
and climbing on the warm air currents as they ride a brisk 
North-west wind to their winter harvests in the fan South. 
Generally the weath r is clear and. brisk, colours are start¬ 
ing to show in the hardwood trees and of course there are the 
many fall flowering, plants, in their brilliant colours to 
add to the pleasures of the day. Check your "Wood Duck !: of 
December 1957 for the article, on Hawk Migration. 

As Junior Club activities will not resume until 
October, how’s about your keen-eyed junior members getting out 
to this hike? The more eager eyes the better, remember Satur¬ 
day and Sunday, September 20-21, 1958. Phone other members for 
transportation if you have no car; there are always cars with 
extra room available. 


H E L PH.!.! 

TYPISTS ARE BADLY NEEDED IN HELPING .’IT:. OUR VARIOUS PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS, particularly the :s wood duckh if you. have a typewriter 

OR GilI SPARE A FEW HOURS EACH MONTH WITH THIS IMPORTANT WORK 
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE MR. R. ELSTONS OR THE EDITOR. THANK YOU. 


Many of the members have been away to various places during 
vacation; your interesting articles will be very welcome in the 
Wood Duck, Just drop tin.mi in the mail to your editor. 

Mr. R. Surgeant 
102 East 11th Street 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 


Miss Evelyn Morris 
107 St. Joseph’s Drive 
Apartment $401 







130 

NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to August 24 , 1958 • 244 


Eared Grebe 
Green Heron 
Common Egret 
Least Bittern 
Glossy Ibis 
King’ Eider 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Pigeon Hawk 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 

Common Gallinule 
Semipalmated Plover 


Am„ Golden Plover 


1)July 5 
,1) Apr. 23 
4)May 4 
,1)June22 
(l)June27 
(l)Apr„28 
(5 Mug, 18 
1)Aug.23 

1 )May 8 
1 )May 1 
7 
9 
1 


(l)May 

( 3 )Aug 
(l)May 17 
(l)Aug.l5 
Black-bellied Plover(l)May 10 

(l)June27 

Ruddy Turnstone ( 5 Way 17 

Whimbrel. (l)July 6 

(l) Julyl2 
(l)Apr„26 
1 )Apr ,29 
2)Apr,28 
l)ffiay 10 
l)julyl7 
(6)July 7 
(6 Way 30 
(l)Julyl9 

(9 Way 1 
(3) July12 
(l)May 17 
(l)Aug ,25 
(l)May 29 
(l)Aug,20 
(1Way 5 
(2 Way 1 


A Appleby Line G„ North, G, McBride et al, 

A King's Forest Robert Curry 

Dundas Marsh J, Olmsted, D„ Strickland et al, 
A West Flamboro D, K 0 Powell 
t Dundas Marsh P, Hamel, R, Henry 

Woodland Cemetery G„ W, North 
Pt,Creditj Ham, D, Perks, R, Curry, J, Olmsted 
Aldershot D, K, Powell 

Dundas Marsh G„ W, North 

Dundas Marsh (Doug Smith 

Fir.estone Inlet G, W. North 

Dundas Marsh G, W. North 

John Miles 
G, W. North 

G, & L, North, Paul Glover 
R, Curry 

R, Curry, J, Olmsted 
G, W. North 
J, Olmsted, R„ Stamp 


Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Willet 

Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Knot 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandp. 
Baird's Sandpiper 


L 

F 

F 

A 

A. 

A 

A 

F 

A 

F 

A 

L 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 


Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Cayuga. : . 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 


Bronte 3rd Line J, Miles, G. W. North 


Least Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Short- b„ Dowitclier(2^3Way 18 

(l)Julyl2 

Stilt Sandpiper (2)May 18 

(3 July17 


Semipaifcated 
Sandpiper 
Marbled Godwit 
Sanderling 

Wilson's Phalarope 


Northern Phalarope 
Franklin's Gull 


(1jMay 17 
(2000 May 25 
(l)June 8 
(l)May 18 
(l) July21 
(l)June 3 
(l)July25 
(5)Aug,24 
(l)Aug .21 
(5)Aug.25 
( 1 )June 28 


F 

F 

A 

E 

F 

A 

F 

A 

F 

A 

A 

A 

F 

A 

F 

A 

A 

A 

F 

A 

F 

A 

A 


Streetsville 
Bronte 
Firestone 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 


Huber Moore 

Don Jerks, Ellen Cuthbert 
G. W. North 

D„ Powell, J, Miles, D, Strickland 
G „ W, Nor th 
G „ W, Nor th 

R. G, C. MacLaren, G. W, North 
G„ & L, North 
Dundas Hydro Stn R, G, C, MacLaren 
Dundas Marsh G. W, North 

G, W. North 
G„ W. North 
G, W.. North 
John Miles 
Stoncy Ok, Pond G, W North 

Dunaas Hydro Dr, R, G, C, MacLaren 

G, W, North 
J, Miles 
G, W, North 
G, W, North 
G„ W, North 
Dundas Marsh etc R„ Curry, J, Dowall et al, 

Dundas Marsh G W, North 

Dundas Marsh G, W. North 

Bronte 3rd Line R, Curry, G. W, North 


Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 


Dundas Marsh 
Dundas' Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 


Dunda,s Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Bull's Point 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 


A. Gray, R„ C. C„ 'MacLaren 


L, A o Gray 
L 

D K„ Powell 
J, Miles, G, W. North 
Curry, Olmsted, North, Powell 
G„ y/, North, J, A, N. Dovrell 
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Little Gull (l)May 18 A Dundas Marsh Doug Smith 

(l)Junel7 Dundas Marsh John Miles 

(1) July24 L Dundas Marsh Go W. North 

Forster's Tern (l2)July 6 Dundas Marsh G. W. North 
Common Tern (5)Apr.25 A Tort Credit Mrs, H. McDougall 

Black Tern (l)Apr.25 A Fort Credit Mrs, H, McDougall 

Razorbill (l)July 3 A Lome Park Don Perks 

Yellow-bill.Cuckoo (2)May 19 A Westdale, Anc, J. Morrow, G. North 

Black-billed Cuckoo (l)May 19 A Valley Inn J. Morrow 

Whip-poor-will (l)Apr.26 A Erindale . H. Moore, Mrs. Matson 

Common Nighthawk (l)May 17 A Westdale G. W. North 

Chimney Swift ,(2)Apr.25 A Rosedene Ave. Robt. Stamp 

Ruby-th.Hummingbird (2)Hay 10 A Bull's Lane etc.Miles, Moojr e, Olmsted, Stamp 
Yellow-b. Sapsucker (l)May 18 L Westdale Park Doug. Smith 

Eastern Kingbird (l)May 4 A N.Shore Marsh J. Olmsted, D. Strickland 

Gt. Crested Flycatcher May 4 A Bull's Lane T. Dinniwell, R. Stamp 

Yellow-b, Flycatcher(l )May 15 A Lawrence Road G. W. North 

(2) Aug,17 F Westdale Park G. W. North, D. K. Powell 
Traill's Flycatcher (4)May 19 A Binkley's Hollow G. W. North 

Least Flycatcher (l)May 10 A Bull's Lane J. Miles, R. Stamp 

E. Wood Pewee (l)May 15 A Bull's Lane G. W. North 

Cliff Swallow (2)Apr.26 A Dundas, Milton J, Miles, H. Moore 

House Wren (l)May 4 A N. Shore Marsh J. Olmsted, D. Strickland 

Carolina- Wren (l)Julyl6 Aldershot D. K. Powell 

Long b. Marsh Wren (l)May 12 A Dundas Marsh G. W. North 

Short-b. Marsh Wren (l)May 23 A Dundas Marsh G, W. North 

Mockingbird (l)May 28 A West Park K. J. Cox 

Catbird (l)May 8 A Ancaster R G. C. MacLaren 

Wood Thrush (l)May 6 A Mountainside J.. Miles 

Bluebird (l)July 6 Bronte H. Curry, D. Strickland 

Swainson's Thrush (l)May 11 A Burlington D. Strickland 

(l)Aug.l8 F Port Credit Don Perks 

Veery (l)May 10 A Bull's Lane J, Miles, R. Stamp 

Blue-gr.Gnatcatcher (3)May 3 York Road D. K. Powell 

(l)July 6 Bronte R. Curry, J.. Olmsted 

Water Pipit (5)May 11 A Rosedale Ft. Curry 

Yellow-th. Vireo (2)iiay 18 A York Road G. W. North 

Solitary Vireo (l)May 10 A Bull's Lane J- Olmsted 

Rea-eyed Vireo (12)Kay 17 A Westdale Park G„ W. North 

Philadelphia Vireo (l)May 13 A Bull's Lane John Olmsted 

Warbling Vireo (l)May 11 A King's Forest Robt, Curry 

Bl.&White Warbler (2)Apr.28 A Gage Park Harold MacPherson 

Prothonotary Vferbler(l)June28 A Bull's Point G. . N^rth, J. A. N. Dowall 

Golden-wingedWarbler(1 )May 11 A Ancaster R. MacLaren, G. McBride 

Blue-winged Warbler (l)May 14 A Ancaster George & Laurel North 

Tennessee Vfarbler (l)May 14 A King's Forest Robt, Curry 

(l)junol7 L Chedolce G. Club R. Curry, J. Olmsted 
(l)Aug.l8 F Port Credit Don Perks 
Orange-crWarbler (l)May 5 A Westdale Park H„ MacPherson 

Nashville Warbler (l)May 3 A Bull's Lane R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Parula Warbler (l)May 25 A Bull's Lane J Dow&ll, G. W. North 

Yellow Warbler (3)Apr,23 A Glendale G.Club R. K. Sargeant 

(l)May 5 Dundas Marsh R. G. C. MacLaren 
Magnolia Warbler (2)May 11 A Hendrie Park Mrs. W. J. Lamoureux 
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Cape May Warbler (l)May 11 

(l)Aug.l8 

Black-th„Blue Warbl„(l)May 10 

(1) Augc23 

Black-throated Green(l)May 10 
Warbler (l)Aug.20 
Cerulean Warbler (l)lay 11 
Blackburnian Warbler(2)lay 10 

(2) June29 
(1)Aug.18 

Chestnut-sided (l)Kay 10 

Warbler (2)Aug.l8 
Bay-breasted Warbler(l)lay 15 
Blackpoll Warbler (^.3)May 25 
Wo Palm Warbler (l)May 4 
Yellow Palm Warbler (l)Apr.26 
Ovenbird (l)May 2 

Northern Waterthrush(l)May 8 
LaWaterthrush (l)June 8 
Connecticut Warbler (l)May 18 

25 


(l)May „ 
(l)May 15 
(l)May 9 


Mourning Warbler 

Yellowthroat v _ / _ 

Yellow-breasted Chat (l Way 18 

(1) May 18 

(2) Junel7 
(l)June29 
(l)May I? 
(l)Aug.23 


A Westdale Park 
F Port Credit 
A Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
A Bull 1 s Lane 
F Westdale Park 
A Mountainside 
A Bull's Lane 
Huber Moore's 
F Port Credit 
A Bull's Lane 
F Westdale etc. 

A Burlington 
A Mountainside 
A Bull's Lane 
A Dundas Marsh 
A Bui 1'3 Lane 
A Albion Falls 
A Webster's Fallt 
A 'Westdale Park 
Westdale Park 
Burlington 
Dundas Marsh 


A1frd Epp 
Don Perks 
Alfrd. Epp 
John Miles 

John Olmsted, Go Wo North 
John Miles 
Harold MacPherson 
J. Olmsted, G. W. North 
Curry, Gray, Olmsted, Powell 
Don Perks 
John Olmsted 
Jo Miles, Do Perks 
Danny Strickland 
JoA,.No Dowall, Go W. North 
Ted Dinniwell, Robt„ Stamp 
Po Hamel, R. Stamp 
John Olmsted 
Go W. North 
J. Miles, Go 'Wo North 
Doug. Smith 
Robert Curry 
Danny Strickland 
Dr„ R. MacLaren 


A 
A 
F 

A Sulphur Springs L. North, L„ Hamilton, So Brown 


Wilson's Warbler 

Canada Warbler 
Ann Redstart 
Bobolink 

Western Meadowlark 
Orchard Oriole 


Baltimore Oriolt 


(1 )m 


ay 


(1) May 

(2) May 


11 
11 
3 

12 
25 

une 5 


Scarlet Tanag 


er 


Rose-br. Grobbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Eyening Grosbeak 
Pine Siskin 
Grasshopper Sparrow (2^Apr„26 
Hbnslow's Sparrow (2)lay 31 
Slate-colored Junco (l)May 18 
White-crowned Sparr„(8)Mav 10 


(1)J 

(l)Jxuie 6 
(3)May 10 
(l)May 11 
(l)Apr.22 
(5)May 11 
(l)May 18 
(15 Ma 


11 


Cedar Sprgs 
W, of San 
Caledonia 
Lawrence Road 
Westdale Park 
King's Forest 
King's Forest etc 
Westdale Park R 
Burlington 
York Road 
Bronte 

No Shore Biarsh 
Bull's L. etc. 
Mountainside 
Gage Park 
Chedoke G. L, 
Westdale Park 


Rd.MrSo 0. Strickland 
R Curry, J, Olmsted 

W.. North, George McBride 
Wo North 

Olmsted, Doug. Smith 
Curry 

R. Curry, G. W. North 
Curry, J. Olmsted 
Danny Strickland 

R. Curry, J. Dowall, Mabel Watson 
G. & L. North 

Mrs. W. J. Lamoureux, Mrs. L. Mook 
Suzanne Lawrie, Miles, Stamp et al. 
Miles, North 
Harold MacPherson 
Bliles, North 


R. 


MacLaren, G. North 
Moox-e 


Chedoke, Milton North, 

Milton Huber Moore 

Milton G, & L North, H, Moore 

Westdale Park Doug. Smith 

Burliggton, etc.Strickland, Olmsted et al. 


A - First report of the year 
F - First report of the season 
L — Last report of the season 

Please send your repoi-ts to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W„, 
Hamilton, Ont.-, Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month/ 



